
Office Politics A Cluisrian Point ofview

Politics definition 0!!1ry!a!E!ea!!j!Ilslr!4!&ry]p! ). relations or conducr in a panicular area of experience;
. exercising or seeking power.

Environment
. More than just the oflce
. Church, Home, School
. Any liroup r,,/here many people interaca

Power - (tom Dadd w Gill - htu]/ws urh1tu optomotde,bek-orevdadav{nn$isi*ds6-*drlliE)
. Power is just the ability or capacity to act.
. Power in the workplace can refer to policy, plans, and the distribution olinfluerce
. How should we understand power as thoughtful Christians?

. Sourc€s ofPower in the Workplace
o Competence and Skill (Col. 3:t'7 , 23-24)
o Relational Skills (Rort. '12:14-2t)

o Communication (Eph. 4.15,25,29)
o Character

Fundamentals for the Ch.ist;an
(Sbe. F ftd, C.d Buitu tBold Meh ofcaa Ser"r -J4!ri,r, (Ortomdc spnn$, CO D.vid C Cml ?oot)). God is Sovereign

. Cod is Providential

. cod is Holy

. Psalms- 135:5-6; 115:3., 103 19;24:t-2

God has a plan for us and ii is the best one. Most times, we will not see God's providence until yea,-s later.

John J. Munay sums it up
The plan of Cod is perfect.
The plan is exhaustive.
The plan is for my ultimate good.
Th€ plan is secret. cod hides it from me until it happens.
I discover it day by day as ir unfolds.
(John I Mumy, A.ri'ddFrowi"s Perr&,ce (C$tide, pA: Th. B.ntra ofTntl Trust 1990) p I O

Provid€ncer That which God creates He continually sustains and provides for, and nothing great or small is
outsid€ ofHis absolute conirol

. ChristianResponse(Mt.22:36-40)

. Love the Lord yoru cod with all your hean, soul, ard mind

. Love your neighbor as yourself

The Bad side ofoffice Politics (6o-artr,oD.ssL o6e?olirics and r$. chnei.n - htu /rrrv\y.vcw&vchnniai.sm/wift/tu,6r:)
. Gossip, rumors, slander
. Bullying,rnanipulativebehavior
. Hidden agerdas
. Cliques, favoritism, prejudic€
. En\y, greed, covetousness

Maintaining your Christian Witness (D.B-t" *ith 
"ddiriq"). Treat others with respect (l Peter2itT)
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. Develop a Reputation for Excellence (Col 3:22-24)

. Keep conlidences (Prov. ll:3,20:19)

. Gve others the benefit ofthe doubt (Luke 6:31,3?;Ronans 2:1)

. Keep control of your anger (James l :19-20; Prov 16:32)

. Resist conplaining (Phil2:14)

. Be patient (Ps. 37:7; Prov. 14:29)

. Trust in God (Ps. 20:7)

Josephr God's good intentions (G€nesis 37-50) (Fdr)
. Sometimes God will give you a dead-end assignment (G€n 37:26-28)

. God provid€s opportunities to gtow into a position (Gen 39:2'6)

. Before God promotes, God tests (Gen 39:6-10)

. Sometimes God uses sstbacks to bring good (Gen.39:20'23)

. Sometimes God makes us wait (Gen. 39:23)

. God is in control over all profiotion and advancement (G€n 41:39)

. We should recognize God's sovereigniy (Gen. 50:19_20)

Da.nieli The story ofthe lion's den (K.nconin, o6c. Poliri* - b@1uu.!tsrq l!!j!eE4q!:!ll!s)
. A story ofGod's provision, it also provides an itlormalive example ofoffice politics

. Daniel is about to be pronoted to a top position

. Jealous subordinates plot his downfall

. Despite dangerous consequences, Daniel maintains his integriiy

. God delivers His faithful selvant

Daniel: Political Lessons (Colins)
. People good at offlce politics are very good at exploiling other People's integdty
. The persoll who seems to be your immediate eneny might really be an ally ihat was out_maneuvered

. Bad gsys often work in groups and go strictly "by lhe book' re_writing the boolq if necessary.

. cod does not spare Daniel trom the Lion's den - h€ still has to go tkough it we should exp€ct

Pe(secution.
. God did not give the king special wisdom to figure out a proc€dural loophole to spare Daniel There was

no magical shoncut.
. Avoiding advecity is not as good as overcoming adversity. Inthis exanple, God's glory was recognized

by the king and proclaimed throughout the kingdom.
. God is sovereign over ali things - even wild beasts ard scheming subordinates

Discussion Questions
. ffiat foms of ofice politics are prevalent in yourworlglace? How do you maintain ycur Christian

witness in your worlelacel
. God is soverei$ over all things - how have you seen God's guidance in your ca.reer?

. Horrr' would an eternal perspective change yolr view on the importance ofc€rtain aspects ofyo'rr career -
recogutioq salary, advancement?
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